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Dr. Barbara Brothers
Dr. John Richard
Jennifer Roller
Vincent Shivers

James Miller
Office of the Attorney General

September 20, 2016
Minutes (Revised as of 11/3/16)

I.

Call to Order: 4:58 P.M.

II.

Roll Call

Present

Brian Benyo, Chair
Dr. Barbara Brothers
Dr. John Richard
Jennifer Roller
Vincent Shivers

Absent

√
√
√
√
√

III. Approval of September 20, 2016 Agenda
Motion by: Jennifer Roller

Seconded by: Barbara Brothers

Roll Call Vote:
Brian Benyo, Chair
Dr. Barbara Brothers
Dr. John Richard
Jennifer Roller
Vincent Shivers

Yes __ √___
Yes __ √___
Yes_______
Yes __ √___
Yes __ √ ___

No_______
No_______
No _Absent
No_______
No_______

IV. Approval of June 7, 2016 Minutes
Motion by:

Barbara Brothers

Seconded by: Jennifer Roller

Roll Call Vote:
Brian Benyo, Chair
Dr. Barbara Brothers
Dr. John Richard
Jennifer Roller
Vincent Shivers

Yes ___ √_ _ No_______
Yes ___ √__ No_______
Yes _______ No Absent_
Yes __ √_ _ No_______
Yes ___√_ _ No_______

V.

Discussion: Youngstown City School District Strategic Plan Draft from CEO Krish
Mohip. The ADC will provide comments and feedback on the plan to CEO Mohip.
Brian Benyo, Chairman of the Academic Distress Commission opened the meeting by stating
that they would begin with a period of discussion between the ADC with CEO Krish Mohip.
He said that the purpose of the meeting was to provide for discussion and feedback. HB70
allows for multiple discussions and feedback and today is the first of possibly a couple of
rounds of discussion and feedback, stated Benyo.
Benyo also said that each member of the ADC would be given the opportunity to share
feedback, general in nature on the draft plan. The ADC would also provide feedback on
things that they feel needs to be altered, removed, rethought or restructured.
Member Vince Shivers stated that his view of the plan overall is that it is a “good plan” but
he would like to see more fine details given on various steps, more how to.
Dr. Barbara Brothers, member of the commission, like the visualization of the plan. Feels
that it really captures the fact that the children and their education is what we are aiming for.
She commented that the goals of the plan are expressed in wording that is clear and easy to
understand. Among the things she likes about the plan are: the fact that the “first step is to
get the children in school;” the expanded opportunities for learning and not just looking at
the classroom; and getting the community involved. However, she feels there is too much
emphasis on tests in Ohio and thinks this requirement suggest that the only path to a
successful life is to go to college.

Comment Added:

Dr. Brothers also feels teachers need to be more involved as the district goes forward.
Mohip responded: “I want to make sure we’re preparing them in case they do choose they
want to go to school,” He stated that he wants all seniors to have postgraduate plans in place
before they leave high school.
Also, he mentioned that the ACT tests are preparing students in case they do decide to go to
college, not saying they all have to go. Also, commented that the ACT doesn’t cost the
district anything.
Benyo stated that students need to be college and career ready and the ACT test is the best
indicator of accomplishment in his opinion.
He feels the alignment of the goals for the plan is excellent. Needs more tangible ideas about
what the actions steps are; what and how the plan will accomplish the objectives; and who is
responsible for what is outlined in the plan. Benyo would also like to see a narrowing down
of the objectives. Wants the plan to detail who will be responsible for what.
Mr. Benyo also wants to see a clear staffing plan identified and the cost involved.

Commission member Jennifer Roller, stated that the key is to have plans in place for each
student. Stated, this should “not be a decision of one teacher or counselor but a body folks
that can weigh in on the success of the student.” She also feels that 9 to 11 objectives are too
many for those accountable to measure. Ms. Roller expressed concerns over the plan
expecting 100% of the students to reach the goals outlined in it.
She also feels that there should be a path for students to transition out of programs and
schools where they are assigned due to behavioral problems.
Members of the commission as a whole liked the plan, but want to see more details on how
Mohip plans to achieve some of the goals and objectives outlined.
Mohip will revise the draft plan and another meeting to review that revised plan will be
scheduled within the next 45 days.
VI.

Executive Session: The Commission may enter executive session to consider
the employment, promotion, demotion, and/or discipline of public
employees. The Commission may take action upon returning to open
session.

Motion by: Dr. Barbara Brothers

Seconded by: Jennifer Roller

Roll Call Vote Not to Enter Executive Session:
Brian Benyo, Chair
Dr. Barbara Brothers
Dr. John Richard
Jennifer Roller
Vincent Shivers

Yes __ √_ __ No_______
Yes __ √_ __ No_______
Yes __ ____ No Absent_
Yes ___√_ _ No_______
Yes __ _√_ _ No_______

Return to Open Meeting
Commission did not enter executive session.
VII. Public Comments: 3 minutes maximum, not to exceed 30 minutes total
Candys Mayo, a Youngstown City School District graduate and resident, was the only member
of the audience to speak. Ms. Mayo said that she was discouraged by the Academic Distress
Commission’s comment that 100% is too high a bar to set for students. Ms. Mayo feels that the
bar should be set high and that each student is capable of reaching 100% of goals set.
VIII.

Adjournment

Motion by: Vincent Shivers
Voice Vote

Seconded by: Jennifer Roller
Yes 4

No __0__

